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REMARKS 

Clfrims 1-23 and 31-38 u*e pending in this application. Claims 1,17, 21 and 3$ ary 
amended. Claims 24-3(1 were previously cancelled. Applicant thanks tho Examiner fcr 
indicating that clatoi*25 and 32-37 ars allowed and dial claiitts 3-1 1 , 14-16, 18. 19, 21 
«nd 22 would be allowable if rewritten iti independent form Lu include the limitations of 
any intervening dependent claims, and in the esse of c!aim3 2 1 and 22, rewritten to 
overcome the 112 rejection. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1 7, 20 and 2 I under 35 U.S.C §112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for faiiing to provide antecedent basis fur 4fc flic tubulnr 
member". Applicant has amended claims 17 and 20 to provide the appropriate antecedent 
basis, and request Chat the Examiner withdraw the eelloa. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1,2, 12,13, 16, 17,20,31 and 38 under 35 U-S.C. § 
L02{e) as being anticipated by Dereuine el al, (U.S. PatetTt Nh. 5,723,004). Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Dereume dees not teach or suggest the invention claimed in independent claims I or 
3S ox the claims that depend from cfciro 1 . Deixsume discloses stent grafl devices designed to 
bo delivered ctidoluniinafly wkhin a vessel und implanted entirely within the vesasal. The 
Dereume device is used to treat abdominal aorta aneurysms (AAAs) ? for example. 

Applicant has amended claims 1 and 38, however, to further distinguish from the 
device disclosed in Dereume. As amended, independent claims 1 and 38 each vlaiiix, «iuo«s 
other elements: a graft vessel having an end portion nnd a pttcedmal portion, and a 
coupling member attached to the graft vessel* and wherein the proximal portion of the 
graft v&rsel extends ouisMe th<£ Gpetunn of the target vessel when the coupling member 
is in its expanded state, Thus, unlike Dercame where the graft vessel is contained entirely 
within the target vessel (en- an adjacent vessel) when the coupling member is expanded, the 
claimed Invention lnvludua & ynsil ve^gd that lias a proximal portion that extends outside of 
the opening of the target vessel when die coupling member is in the expanded state. 
Applicant submits that the chums, as amended, define over Dereume and request the 
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Examiner to withdraw Ihc rejections under 35 U.S.C § 1 02(e), and the rejection lo claim 
L6 tinder 35 U.S.C§ 103. 
S-? The Examiner rqected claims I, 12 mad 38 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 

anticipated by PCT Publication No. Suykeretal. (WO 99/21491). Applicant respectfully 

traverses ihis rejection. 

This applic&uoii is a divisional application Qmk claims priority to U.S. Patent No. 
— ^ 6 1 76 864. which was filed on March % 1 998. Suvkec does nut qualify M 1 02(e) prior an to 

this application as Suyker's International Filing Date is Gvtohar 22 ? 1996, a date that is laier 
<^ than the priority date of this application. As u result, Applicant requests ihc Examiner ro 

withdraw the rejeaicn. 



3JU The F*aminerprovi&sd an initialed Form 1449 indicting &at he considered tne 

refsnsiiecs cited in the FDS filed on May 9, 2004. The initiated Form 1449 of Uw IDS filed 
with the RCB on October 16, 2003, however, has not boon received t>y Applicants. PAIR 
indicates that the EOS wans rcccivxsd on October 20, 2005, If Die Examiner nMds another 
copy ofthe J US smd Form 1449, ApplicatU will fox those document If Ihc Examiner has a 
copy of the IDS, he is requested to provide Applicant with an initialed copy. 

The Exammeri^ requested to celephotlettie uadersi^fd if a discussion would 
further the prosecution of the pending claims. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bv: f*£ J- 



Driaix S. Tomko 
Reg. No. 41,349 



Johnson & Johiison 

One- Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

New Sinnswick, NJ {18933*7003. 

(732) 524-1239 

Dated: 111116 7,2004 
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